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almost entirely from sertal photegra¢hs} on ‘charasteristics 
and locations of weapons as. of fortp-itgit holies or more age, 
this by no means is necessarily « “complete ‘inventery of 
offensive weapons in Cuba- or thefs ldéattons“as of the "etme 
UN begins its operations. ‘Witle asrist photography does not 

y guarantee one hundred percent knowledge of situation never- 
theless ic is vastly superior, more thorough, more efficient - 
and economical than Nineteenth Centttry approsct: based entirely 
on observation on the ground confined’ to ‘previously estab- 
Lished. wengen sites. This fa particularly true where weapons 


concerned. are of mobile field type not requiring elabcrace 
Stxed: bases. Thus we consider it essential that every 
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it aad ave wate substmitisl preparations that would permir UN 
busin cais mission touerrow including poesibility of flying UN 
were. vlanes carryts:. UN observer. If even with this assistance 
Gi πατεῖς or unabie .ndersaxe mission tomorra:, we musr. assert 
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solicicalir ess cesiraLlc than UF mission and physically more 
Gans 2ro1s. July in t.is marne> c3aa we carry out obligation to 
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effort be made to impress on Secretariat importance of aerial 
photography as an essential supplement to ground observation 

in carrying out its task of verification. As you know, we 

stand prepared immediately assist UN in any way agreeable to 

it and have made substantial preparations that would permit UN 
begin this mission tomorrow including possibility of flying UN 
marked planes carrying UN observer. If even with this assistance 
UN unwilling or unable undertake mission tomorrow, we must assert 
position that we have preserved our freedom of action and will 
undertake mission ourselves, recognizing however that this 
politically less desirable than UN mission and physically more 
dangerous. Only in this manner can we carry out obligation to 
forestall any chance trickery endangering our national security. 
Of course results such mission would be made available to UN to 
assist it in its task. If UN does not intend undertake aerial 
reconnaisance US may find it necessary in its own protection 


continue reconnaisance. 
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